Where does the
rainbow end?

Katja Loher’s art project at Swissgrid’s
head office in Aarau

Where does the
rainbow end?

And where does it start? The artistic rainbow that symbolically runs through
Swissgrid’s headquarters first took shape in April 2015. The project submitted
by the Swiss-New York artist Katja Loher was then selected for realisation.

There’s something magical about rainbows.
This is also true of Loher’s rainbow, on which
ants move through the elements water, earth,
air and fire and on into a dream world. On
seven sections of the ‘Videoline’ they traverse
the colour spectrum of the rainbow. Beginning
with red for the element of fire through to
violet for the realm of dreams, and the
subsequent transformation at the end of the
rainbow, the end of the ants’ journey. As a
symbol of the contrast between nature and
culture, the environment changed by man,
the ants metamorphose into electrons,

the particles that flash through our power grid
so that we can lead a life with all modern
comforts.

In the videos of the line of ants and the
Bubbles, up to 80 layers merge into fantasy
worlds. Rainforest of the Amazon. Coastal bays
of the Caribbean Ocean. Rice fields of Nepal.
The mysterious vapours arising from Peru’s
boiling-hot Mayantuyacu River. Paso del
Angel, a mountain ridge trail in Colombia.

And electricity pylons in the Swiss mountains,
which, seen through the artist’s eyes, are

transformed into an abstract net pattern.
Through her projects and the travel they
involved to places far off the well-trodden
tourist paths, Loher comes into contact with
indigenous people, shamans and other
creators of art. The viewer is invited on a
journey through her fantastic miniverses that
adds inspiration and a different frequency
into everyday life.

While at Swissgrid the ‘real world” of electricity
is set at 50 Hertz, Loher’s antsrun at a
different frequency. The artist engages with
the ecological concerns of our planet in her
works, treating themes such endangered flora
and fauna, climate change and the fundamen-
tally unsustainable relationship between man
and nature. With her work, Loher seeks to
sensitise viewers to the beauty but also the
vulnerability of nature. The video compositions
created for Swissgrid use their magic to
highlight modern concerns relating to energy,
digital worlds, society and sustainability.

The ‘Videoline’, which appears as an artistic
element in Loher’s works for the first time, was
inspired by the architectural concept and the

The organically shaped Bubbles present a contemplative
contrast to the flow and movement of the Videoline.

Le soleil produit-il du courant jaune ?
Hat Regen Angst, wenn er fallt? Dov’e
il cuore elettrico del mondo? Can
ants lift our continent? Hat Elektrizitat
die Kraft zu heilen? Y a-t-il des fleurs
électriques ? Come parlano le for-
miche alla terra? What green shades
does energy take? Geht Elektrizitat im
Wald verloren? Peut-on réver un réve
commun ? Will the grid become a
brain? Lelettricita puo pulirci il futuro?






Future-oriented working environment

‘* at Swissgrid’s head office in Aarau
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The home of the

Swissgrid spirit

The building not only stands out for its striking appearance, but also provides
an innovative and attractive working environment that offers many different
forms of communication and ways of coming into contact with each other.

The district to the south of Aarau railway
station is currently undergoing a dynamic
development process from an industrial site
to a vibrant place to live and work. The
demolition of the old production buildings

on the former Electrolux site resulted in an
attractive, central and well-developed
location, ideal for the planned new headquar-
ters of the national grid company, Swissgrid.

With the construction of the new office
building, a compact, self-contained structure
has been added to the spatially hetero-
geneous environment which, with its vertical
orientation to the linear structure of the street
space, assertively takes its place within the
existing architectural context and enables
greater permeability in the new quarter
alongside the station. An elongated green
courtyard has been cut out of its centre,
inviting the building’s occupants to exchange
ideas and collaborate in the open air.

It also ensures that all work surfaces are
optimally supplied with daylight.

The office building is owned by CSA Real
Estate Switzerland, an investment group of

the Credit Suisse Investment Foundation.
With its five staircase cores accessible from
the outside, the simple and flexible basic
structure allows the building to accommodate
asingle tenant or, in the long term, multiple
tenants.

Access is from Bleichemattstrasse via an
entrance hall connecting to the meeting
zones that open out into the green inner
courtyard. A lounge area and adjoining
meeting and conference rooms, plus the
cafeteria with interior and exterior seating,
all facilitate many different forms of working,
meeting other people and communicating.

The workplaces on the three upper floors are

reached via the access cores. The solid cores,
arranged at regular intervals in the floor plan,

provide a clear structure and orientation, and
permit various forms of organisation and work
scenarios in the office zones.

At the centre of the building, the Grid Control
Centre, the heart of Swissgrid, is supplied with
sufficient daylight via generous windows onto
the green inner courtyard, but at the same

In the Grid Control Centre, the Swiss transmission grid
is monitored around the clock.

The building enables many different forms of working,
meeting other people and communicating.






